It is imperative that we look towards the year end by reflecting on the past, embrace the present and forge the future. This not only applies to Perfusion as a journal, but also perfusion as a profession within the wider field of cardiac surgery.
Perfusion, you will all agree, as a profession and service, has had its sways, from the pessimism of off-pump cardiac surgery to the brighter prospects of perfusion in assist devices and assistance during percutaneous procedures. Of course, mainstream perfusion for cardiac surgery is still here and will stay. The threat of off-pump cardiac surgery has not evidenced itself as much as the fear was and there have been newer advances which have led to the resurgence of perfusionists and perfusion as a profession and as a service.
Perfusion, as a journal, is also scaling newer heights. Professor Ken Taylor and his associates did not envisage the boldness of the future when they conceived the journal and I shall not rest on the present, but aim to scale newer heights. I fully accept that there is much still to be done and rely on all your support. Together we can and will achieve for the journal what we can only imagine now. As you will quite agree, Perfusion journal is now timely and has a quick turnaround. This year, so far, we have surpassed the number of submissions and hope to build on this in the coming years. In the hope of attracting a wider authorship/ readership, with good quality articles of submission, we have broadened the scope of the journal.
This issue looks at double ECMO for severe ARDS by Litmathe et al, an example of the newer and latest advance in perfusion. McKay's article, "Aortic arch replacement and elephant trunk procedure: an interdisciplinary approach to surgical reconstruction, perfusion strategies and blood management", is evidence of managing the present and trying to develop the future for better patient management. Griffith would like to share his lessons learned using the Abiomed Impella® 2.5 for patient transport and again emphasise the need for imagining the future as we would like it to be.
It is with a great sense of pride I leave you with these and other impressive articles and wish you a joyous season full of cheer and success for you, your family and loved ones to approach the New Year with renewed vigour. All my best wishes and Seasons Greetings.
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